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Member YOUNG for their leadership on this im-
portant issue. I would also like to thank my 
friend and colleague from Connecticut, Mr. 
COURTNEY, for his tireless advocacy and ef-
forts to achieve this goal, as well as the co- 
chair of the Submarine Caucus, the gentleman 
from Virginia, Mr. FORBES, for being such a 
dedicated partner in this initiative. 

I am hopeful that this additional funding will 
prompt the Navy to adjust its shipbuilding plan 
to begin construction of a second submarine 
in next year’s budget. I remain committed to 
that goal, and I look forward to working with 
the Navy and my colleagues in Congress to 
build a more robust and capable submarine 
fleet. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 14, 2007 

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, during rollcall 
vote No. 1082 on Suspension—H.R. 3315— 
Naming Emancipation Hall in the Capitol Vis-
itor Center. 

I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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IN MEMORY OF NAVY CAPTAIN 
AND P.O.W. COLE BLACK 

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 14, 2007 

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and pay tribute to the life and mem-
ory of former Navy Captain Cole Black of Es-
condido, California. As a career Naval Officer, 
Cole’s contributions to this country are impos-
sible to quantify and the seven years he spent 
in captivity during the Vietnam War are an en-
during testament to his character and service 
to America. 

Last Friday, Cole was returning to Southern 
California after speaking to students in Oregon 
about his experiences as a P.O.W. when me-
chanical difficulties caused his plane to crash. 
This tragic and unexpected event came only 
weeks before his 75th birthday, which Cole 
would have celebrated on the 28th of Novem-
ber. 

In June 1966, when he was only one week 
away from returning home to his family, Cole’s 
F–8 Crusader was shot down over the skies of 
North Vietnam. He was captured almost in-
stantly after ejecting from his aircraft and then 
forced to spend the next seven years of his 
life between four prison camps, including the 
infamous Hanoi Hilton. 

Conditions in these prisons were intolerable, 
and the American service personnel who were 
held in these camps were treated inhumanely 
and without respect for the rules of war. Like 
so many others held in captivity by the North 
Vietnamese, Cole was confined to a 7 by 9 
foot cage and fed meals of little to no suste-
nance—such as boiled greens and rice—only 
twice a day. He was also part of the Hanoi 
March, where prisoners were forced to march 
the streets of Hanoi as part of the Vietnamese 
propaganda effort, only to be met by people 
throwing rocks and other objects. 

More impressive than Cole’s endurance and 
willingness to survive his captivity was his 
unique perspective on the seven years he 
spent as a P.O.W. After his release in 1973, 
Cole later said that this time ‘‘changed his life 
for the better’’ and that he arrived home with 
a ‘‘real zest for life.’’ Upon retiring from active 
military service in 1986, he attended National 
University and earned a master’s in business 
and a real estate broker’s license. 

It was not until 1994 that Cole returned to 
Vietnam for a vacation with his wife Karen. 
While there, he visited the location of the 
Hanoi Hilton just as workers were tearing it 
down and he took the opportunity to pocket a 
piece of brick from the walls that once kept 
him confined for so many years. 

Madam Speaker, President Reagan once 
said, ‘‘Freedom is a fragile thing and is never 
more than a generation away from extinction. 
It is not ours by inheritance; it must be fought 
for and defended constantly by each genera-
tion, for it comes once to a people. Those who 
have known freedom, and then lost it, have 
never known it again.’’ 

When President Reagan spoke these 
words, he was referring directly to Americans 
like Cole, who were willing to make the ulti-
mate sacrifice for America. Not only did Cole 
fight to protect freedom as part of the Amer-
ican mission in Vietnam, but he fought tire-
lessly for his own freedom everyday he was in 
captivity. His strength and perseverance guar-
anteed his survival and, although he briefly 
lost his freedom, he was able to endure his 
captivity and return to a life far removed from 
cruelty and oppression. 

Madam Speaker, my thoughts and prayers 
are with Cole’s wife Karen and his children, 
two of which are currently serving in our na-
tion’s Armed Forces. His contributions and 
service to America will forever be remembered 
and I ask that my colleagues join me today in 
paying tribute to this great American hero. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE GREATER SOM-
ERSET COUNTY CHAPTER OF 
THE AMERICAN RED CROSS 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 14, 2007 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the Greater Somerset 
County Chapter of the American Red Cross! 
On Thursday, November 15, 2007, this vibrant 
organization will mark its Ninetieth Anniver-
sary. 

The American Red Cross, a humanitarian 
organization led by volunteers and guided by 
its Congressional Charter and the fundamental 
principles of the International Red Cross 
Movement, provides relief to victims of disas-
ters and help people prevent, prepare for and 
respond to emergencies. 

Jean-Henry Dunant is credited as the origi-
nal founder of the Red Cross. The Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross was 
formed on February 17, 1863. Operations 
were well underway overseas when the Amer-
ican Red Cross was first founded nearly twen-
ty years later, on May 21, 1881 by Clara Bar-
ton. 

The Red Cross has a long history of pro-
viding aid in emergencies. Food, shelter, and 

medical assistance are offered to victims of 
fires, floods, and other catastrophes. In addi-
tion to disaster aid, the Red Cross sponsors 
blood drives; conducts CPR and first aid train-
ing; teaches swimming; provides AIDS edu-
cation; and serves as a link between service 
men and women and their families during 
emergency situations. 

By an act of Congress on January 5, 1905, 
the American Red Cross was granted a char-
ter designating it as a nationwide agency 
through which the American people voluntarily 
extend assistance to people in need. The na-
tional headquarters, located in Washington, 
DC, implements policies and procedures that 
govern Red Cross activities, provides adminis-
trative and technical supervision, and offers 
guidance to its national organization, com-
posed of local chapters and geographical re-
gions. 

The Greater Somerset County Chapter, 
American Red Cross evolved into its current 
configuration after undergoing numerous 
transformations and mergers. The Bound 
Brook Chapter was chartered in April 1917 
and a few weeks later, the Somerville Area 
Chapter also came into being. 

In March 1958, Manville was incorporated 
into the Somerville Area Chapter, and in June 
1964, the Somerville and Bound Brook chap-
ters merged to form the Raritan Valley Chap-
ter. In 1994, this chapter reached its current 
configuration when the Raritan Valley Chapter 
merged with the Somerset Hills Chapter to be-
come the Greater Somerset County Chapter. 

The Greater Somerset County Chapter has 
historically relied on the utilization of a small 
staff, 428 volunteers that represent 98 percent 
of the chapter staffing and private authorized 
instructors to deliver high quality programs 
and services to the community. For 90 years, 
Somerset County has been provided contin-
ued access to 24/7 emergency and disaster 
services, Armed Forces Emergency Services 
(AFES), blood donation programs, prepared-
ness education, health and safety training and 
medical transportation services. 

Madam Speaker, I am privileged to honor 
the Greater Somerset County Chapter of the 
American Red Cross. I urge you and my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating the mem-
bers of this valuable, dynamic organization for 
their ninety years of service! Again, I offer my 
praise and thanks to their dedicated trustees, 
administration, support staff, and volunteers 
who work tirelessly on behalf of those in need. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE IDEA 
FAIRNESS RESTORATION ACT 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 14, 2007 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce the IDEA Fairness Restora-
tion Act to help parents of students with dis-
abilities ensure that their children have access 
to the free and appropriate education guaran-
teed by this Congress in 1975. I thank Mr. 
SESSIONS, who joins me in offering this bill, for 
his work on this important issue. 

Madam Speaker, when Congress passed 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 
it recognized the vital importance of parent 
and school cooperation and collaboration in 
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